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A Message from Dr. Burks
Dear Fulton Families,

Thank you all for two incredible opening weeks of the
2019-2020 school year. Our opening was smooth, warm,
and joyful. Our kids came to school as cheerful, eager
learners, and we welcomed many new families. By the
end of these two weeks, we are deep into our social
emotional learning and academic instruction. New
friendships are blooming, and old friendships are being
revived.

Week 3 brings Back to School Nights (BTSN) on
Wednesday and Thursday. These are great evenings to
get to know more about your classroom teachers and
what your child(ren) will be learning this year. We hope to
see you there!

We appreciate you for your patience as we rolled out a
new carloop process. We hope that you are finding this
more efficient while lifting up the safety of all of our
students and families. In terms of early dismissal, we ask
that you notify the front office prior to 3:30pm if you are
picking up your child(ren) or changing dismissal
procedures. This allows us enough time to ensure they
are in the front office as opposed to going home or
dismissing as usual.

A special thank you to all of our PTA members and parent
volunteers who supported our opening. The hours of
playdates and communication this summer supported the
early and strong connections within our community.

Warmly,
Tanisha Burks

Important Dates
Back To School Night, 6:30 p.m.
Kindergarten, 1°* & 2" Grades
19 Back to School Night, 6:30 p.m.
Grades 3,5 &5
20 Fall Pictures
25 PTA Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Media Center
30 Rosh Hashanah —
Schools & Offices Closed
October 9 Yom Kippur
Schools & Offices Closed
17  Flu Clinic
18 Professional Work Day
Schools Closed for Students
24  Hearing & Vision Screening
PTA Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Media Center
27-11/1 Book Fair
30 Late Night Book Fair, 5:30-8:00 p.m.

September 18

Back to School Nights!

Wednesday, September 18, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
Kindergarten, 1t & 2" Grades
Thursday, September 19, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
3", 4t & 5 Grades
6:30 p.m. Administration Welcome
PTA Welcome
6:50 p.m. 1%t Teacher Session
7:25 p.m. 2" Teacher Session

Strike Up the Band!

Now is the time for orchestra and band sign-ups! 3rd,
4th and 5th grade parents wishing to enroll their
children in orchestra or band may do so here:
www.mrtwiggmusic.weebly.com

Click the link for your child's grade and ensemble.
Contact Mr. Twigg with questions

richard twigg®@hcps.org

Don't Skip Breakfast!
A take and go breakfast is available for all students
every morning!
Cereal, cereal bars, hot items, fruit, milk & juice are
available!
Cost: $2.00
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Greetings from the media center!
Do you love books? Would you like to volunteer in the
library? We would love to have a few more volunteers to
shelve books and assist with other library tasks. Contact
Mrs. Liz Cerand (liz_cerand@hcpss.org) or Mrs. Maggie
Fischer (margaret fischer@hcpss.org) for details.

Thank you!

Come & Join the Chorus!
It’s time to sign up for the Fulton Elementary Chorus! Every
fourth and fifth grader has the opportunity to learn and sing
great songs and build choral repertoire in an ensemble
setting. Permission forms will be coming home in fourth and
fifth grade Thursday folders on September 12. Please complete
a form for interested students and return to Ms. Kershner by
the first rehearsal on September 25. We hope to see many of
your fourth and fifth grade singers there!

Community News and Programs

Please follow this link to see what’s going on in your neighborhood.
Visit the HCPSS website for announcements of upcoming events and
programs sponsored by non-profit organizations or follow this link
http://www.hcpss.org/community-news-and-programs/

PIA News
Check out the latest PIA newsletter at:
Bt/ www . tespta.org/

2nd Grade News

Team Two is off to a great startl We have been
reviewing the 3 r's and learning all about 123
Magic. In Health, we have been diving into
emotions and what it takes to be a great friend.
We even played Charades and acted out a variety
of emotions. As you know, we started switching
for Math on Monday. Ask your child about how
making mistakes is powerful.

#mistakesareok #emotions #mathrocks
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place to be!

a B 'Paas@b The BULLY BUSTER team is dedicated to help students increase their awareness, knowledge base,
and intervention skills to attack the root causes of bullying behaviors and to deal with the problem confidently. This
year, our team members are: Beth Shields (School Counselor), Jessica Wilson (Part-time School Counselor), Tequila
Harrell (School Counselor Intern), Maria Brickley (School Psychologist), and Dorothy Hearn (School Psychologist
Intern). We will be doing lots of fun and empowering activities, including lunch bunches and individual and group
lessons. We are all VERY excited about supporting our friends at Fulton and making our school a safe, friendly, and fun

At the end of this newsletter is a Home and School Connection sheet. The purpose of this is to share with you some
ideas to help with getting started with the school year! Feel free to reach out to the School Counselors, Beth Shields
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Home & School

-~ CONNECTION’

Working Together for School Success
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attendance
Being in school every day means your
child won't miss out on leaming, Try
to schedule appointments and family
trips outside of school hours. If he
asks to stay home “just because,”
remind him of what he'll miss, such as
his reading group or PE class. Explain
that he can be absent only if he’s sick
or if there’s a family emergency.

DIb ? Children who regularly
You t meals with their
A P cat meals with the

families tend to do bet-
ter in school and avoid risky behavior.
Eating dinner together is great, but
other meals count, too. I you work at
night, maybe you could make time for
a family breakfast. Or on a weekend,
try a ptenic lunch.

Celebrate progress

Suggest that your youngster create a
fun reminder of all the things she has
accomplished. Let her cover a box
with construction paper and label it
“Idid it!” Then, she can write each
success (“1 learned 1o add fractions™)
on a slip of paper and put it in the
box. 1f she leeling discouraged, have
her read the slips

Worth quoting
“The best way to cheer voursell up is
to try 10 cheer somebody else up!”

Mark Tivain

Q: Can a kangaroo jump
higher than the Empire State
| Building?

A: Of course.
The Empire
State Building
can't jump!
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Fulton Elementary School

Ms. Jessica L. Wilson, School Counselor
Mrs. Beth Shields, School Counselor

Conversations about school

When you think of parent involve-
ment, do you picture moms and dads
volunteering in classrooms?
That's one way to help—Dbut
rescarch shows that suppon-
ing your childs education at
heme is even more impor-
tant. Here are conver-
sation starters that will
help you stay involved.

“Leot’s see what you
brought home.”

Look at completed work to
find out what your youngster is
learning and how well she’s doing. You
could comment on her math work or
social studies project. for instance. {*You
know a lot about cur states history! ™)
Also, respond to notes from her teacher,
and sign her weekly Folder or daily plan-
ner if required

‘“Show me what you have for
homework.”

1ts your childs job to do her home-
work, but you play a role. t00. Make
sure she knows what she supposed
to do by having her explain the assign-
ments to you. Alter she finishes her
homework, glance over the work to
see that its complete.

‘“Describe a ook you enjoyed
today.”

This gives you an idea of what your
youngster prefers 1o read. Then, build a
daily reading habit by asking what she'd
like to read 10night. Encourage her read-
ing and listening skills by reading aloud
10 her and letting her read 1o you.

“Tell me what you learned that were vou

you'd like to know more about.” | Lind or helpful
Use her interests as jumping-off today? How was someone kind or

points for activities (o share. If she Llwlpful 1o youl" ¥

likes geometry, you might hunt for

shapes together. If she’s fascinated by
how animals adapt to winter, take her to
the library to rescarch the subject or 10
the zoo to see live animals. ¥

After-school questions

Asking “How was school today?”
might not get vou far. Instead, ask
questions like these for a better pic-
ture of your youngster’s day:
® “What’s the coolest thing that hap-
pened today?"
® “Pretend you're the teacher. How
would you describe
the day?"
® “What made
vou laugh?”
® “What was
the most
creative thing
you did?"

® “How
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Home & School connection:

What does respect
look like?

Your youngsters daily dealings with
adults and kids alike will be more pleasant
il he speaks and acts respectfully. Try these
tips for helping him learn about respect,

Respectful replies. Think aboul some-
thing that yvou and vour youngsier disagree

on {say, whether his video game time should
be limited?, Model having a respectful discis-
sion about it. You might say that his brain and
body are growing and that he needs w run and
play 1o stay healthy. Then, suggest a respectful responsc, such

Page 2

a5, "1 want 1o be healthy,
but 1 love video games.”
Have him brainsiorm
other situations where
people have different
opinions but still speak
i0 each other with
respel,
Everyday acts. When
vou mow the lewn or
clean up after your dog,
you can teach your child
ahout respect for neighbors,
Explain that keeping vowr
neighborhood clean and neat males i nice for everyone. Ask

_______
......

A reading challenge

By reading morme complex books,

vour child can learn new words, facts,
and ideas. He'll also be exposed wo more
complicated plows and will grow as a
reader, Share these sugpestions:
# Knowing something about the topic
or senting makes a wougher book easier
o comprehend. 1
YOUT YOUngster
s reading a

nowel set in

China, he
could alk

o someone who has

been there or leok wp the country online
(ary o childrens site like kids.national
geographic.com].

® Encourage your child 1o look at a
simpler book on the same subject, A
picure-book biography abou Harriet
Tubman may help vour youngster better
understand a texthook chaprer on the
eivil rights movement. for instance.

@ sugpe<t that your child read compli-
cated material with pencil and paper in
hamel. He can jot down questions, words
1o look up, or [acts he wants to learn
more abour ¥

To provide busy pasenis with practical ideas
that promote school secocs, pres invalvemen,
and mom elfeciive pancmiing,
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him 1o think of other respectful things neighhors should dao. T8
you share an apariment kundry room, be might say that you
respect nelghbors time by removing your clothes when they're
dome so others get 1o use the washers and dryers ¥

Strong study habits

@ My thind grader has o speiud mare
fime studying this year How can | mithe
sure she studics effectively?

A3 Set your daughier up for success by help-
ing her find a distmction-liee study spot. ms}m, - TR _ -
have her come wp with a study roitine. For instance, she coubd rescrve time cach
evening to review her textbook and notes in the days leading up to a lest.
Also, many students find it helpful to jor down a purpesc each time they study,

Your ¢hild mighl write: “1 will learn the definitions of all the holdiaced wonds in
apter 7, section 1.7
Lhalfi‘:w]h-_ encoutage her 0 expertiment with stucly strategies 1o find whal m‘ur_k:‘-
best. She could close her eyes and imagine how a word is spelled or draw a grid
with 9 squares to solve 3 x 3, Or she might find it helphol to spell or recite math

Facts alowd in thythm or 1o a familiar tune. ¥
— =

=144 Talking to kids about money
10

Wy children
were always asking
tes by things like dress-up shoes or new
games. They didnt seem 1o understand
that these iems werent inour budger.

I wanted them to bearm about how we
spend our money — and that
it is limited. S0 [got a
apiral notebook and
labseled it “Farmily
Spending Journal.”

I explained that for
twio weeks, every-
one would keep a
record of what they
spent maney an. |
listed ems like my

subway fare, the electric bill, and food
at the grocery store. The children wrote
dovwn expenses such as school lunch,
soceer cleats, and field np lees
Alter a few davs, they were surprised
by how mamy things we needed money
for. Our kids had no idea, for exam-
ple, that we paid for taxes on
our income, several ypes
of insurance, anel member-
ship in our homeowners
association. Somenmes
they =till ask 10 buy
1o many things at the
store, but when 1 say
no, w leasy they under-
stand why ¥




girl scouts
of central maryland

New Girl Scout Troops Forming

Join us at our upcoming Parent Information meeting where
we will be forming new Girl Scout troops at your schooll

When: Friday, September 20, 2019
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Where: Lime Kiln Middle School cafeteria
11650 Scaggsville Rd - Fulton, MD 20759

Questions? call: 410-358-9711
Email: membercare@gscm.org

Girl Scouts of Central Maryland | gscm.org | 4103589711



